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|3 (wa)

Marks the topic of the sentence,
showing what the sentence is about.
Often used to contrast or set a

framework for the discussion.

FAIZZ 4 TY Watashi wa gakusei desu

| am a student.

%z (0)

Marks the direct object of a verb,

indicating what the action is affecting.

Essential for transitive verbs.

AR%EFHET Hon o yomimasu

Y (ga)

Marks the subject of the sentence,
emphasizing or introducing it, often
highlighting new or important

information.

JEDIFE T Neko ga suki desu

| like cats.

[Z (ni)
Indicates the destination of movement,

specific time, or purpose. It is also used

to mark indirect objects.

ZRICITEE 9 Gakkou ni ikimasu

| read a book. | go to school.
If you want more free Japanese resources... N
Get 30+ FREE Japanese PDF Lessons & Cheat Sheets i T

at JapanesePod101: You get 30+ printable, colorful PDF

lessons and cheat sheets that teach Japanese words,

phrases, grammar and conversations.

Click here for FREE Japanese PDFs.

555555


https://www.japanesepod101.com/member/go.php?r=548046&l=uggcf%3A%2F%2Fjjj.WncnarfrCbq101.pbz%2Fyrnea-jvgu-cqs%3Ffep%3Dyvathnwhaxvr-wncnarfr-cnegvpyrfcqspf
https://www.japanesepod101.com/member/go.php?r=548046&l=uggcf%3A%2F%2Fjjj.WncnarfrCbq101.pbz%2Fyrnea-jvgu-cqs%3Ffep%3Dyvathnwhaxvr-wncnarfr-cnegvpyrfcqspf
https://www.japanesepod101.com/member/go.php?r=548046&l=uggcf%3A%2F%2Fjjj.WncnarfrCbq101.pbz%2Fyrnea-jvgu-cqs%3Ffep%3Dyvathnwhaxvr-wncnarfr-cnegvpyrfcqspf
https://www.japanesepod101.com/member/go.php?r=548046&l=uggcf%3A%2F%2Fjjj.WncnarfrCbq101.pbz%2Fyrnea-jvgu-cqs%3Ffep%3Dyvathnwhaxvr-wncnarfr-cnegvpyrfcqspf
https://www.japanesepod101.com/member/go.php?r=548046&l=uggcf%3A%2F%2Fjjj.WncnarfrCbq101.pbz%2Fyrnea-jvgu-cqs%3Ffep%3Dyvathnwhaxvr-wncnarfr-cnegvpyrfcqspf
https://www.japanesepod101.com/member/go.php?r=548046&l=uggcf%3A%2F%2Fjjj.WncnarfrCbq101.pbz%2Fyrnea-jvgu-cqs%3Ffep%3Dyvathnwhaxvr-wncnarfr-cnegvpyrfcqspf

by linguajunkie.com

Want more? Click here for 30+ FREE JapanesePod101 PDF Cheat Sheets b

T (de)

Marks the place where an action occurs

or the means/instrument used to

perform it.

INATYTE £ 9 Basu de ikimasu
| go by bus.

Z (to)

Used to connect nouns ( "and") or
indicate a companion. Can also show

quotation when used with verbs.

KEZEE BV E 9 Tomodachi to

asobimasu - | play with a friend.

A (e)

Indicates direction or destination,
similar to "toward." Often
interchangeable with (C for

destinations.

HZA&AN{TE £ 9 Nihon e ikimasu

| go to Japan.

* (ya)

Lists multiple nouns in a non-

exhaustive way, similar to "and so on."

DACR®NFFZEWLWF L7 Ringoya
banana o kaimashita - | bought apples,

bananas, and so on.
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H 5 (kara) & T (made)
Indicates the starting point in time or Shows the endpoint in time or space,

space or shows a reason for something.  like "until" or "to." Often paired with

~

b.
RRERNMOEELL
Tokyo kara kimashita 5BF & T Go-ji made - Until 5 o'clock.
| came from Tokyo. BRE THAH = &9 Eki made arukimasu - |

walk to the station.

H (mo)

Means "also" or "too," adding

d (no)

Shows possession or attribution, like
additional items or information to the
"'s" in English. It connects two nouns.
sentence.

FADZST$ Watashi no hon desu
FAHFHETY Watashi mo gakusei desu
It’s my book.
| am also a student.
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& D (yori)

Indicates comparison, meaning "than"

in English.

& D RHIEFZ T Neko yori inu ga suki

desu - | like dogs more than cats.

& (yo)

Adds emphasis or certainty to a
statement, often used to provide new

information.

ZHUTEBE LW TT L Kore wa oishii

desu yo - This is delicious, you know.

13 (ne)

Seeks confirmation or agreement,
similar to "isn't it?" or "right?" in

English.

LWLWRKR T 1 li tenki desu ne

It's nice weather, isn't it?

D (ka)

Marks a question, acting as a spoken

question mark.

ZNIF{RIT9 H Kore wa nan desu ka
What is this?
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Z (zo)

Adds a strong, assertive tone to the
sentence, often used by men

informally.

17< % Iku zo - Let's go!

H (wa)

Adds a soft, feminine tone to a
sentence, often used by women in

informal speech.

45EET= 1 Kirei da wa - It’s beautiful.

& (na)

Expresses mild emphasis, often used
for self-reflection or softening

commands.

LU YR li na - That’s nice.

2 T (tte)

Indicates quoted speech or highlights a

topic informally. Like the “to” particle.

1 H7 < o T Kare ga iku tte - He said
he's going.
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(S (ni) vs A (e)

(< (ni): Indicates a specific destination, purpose, or point in time. It’s used for
precise expressions of movement or existence.

o FRKITITE £9 Gakkou niikimasu - | go to school.
\ (e): Indicates direction or general movement toward something. It’s more
about the idea of heading "toward" a place.

o FRAITE X9 Gakkou e ikimasu - | head toward school.

T (de) vs IC (ni)

T (de): Indicates the location where an action takes place or the means by
which an action is performed.

o FIRTHIEE L X9 Gakkou de benkyou shimasu - | study at school.
(< (ni): Indicates a destination, point in time, or purpose. It shows where
something exists or where something moves toward.

o FXIZITE £ 9 Gakkou niikimasu - | go to school.

I& (wa) vs H' (ga)

(& (wa): Marks the topic, emphasizing what the sentence is about. It sets the
context and is often used to contrast or introduce known information.

o RIFATZFLVTT Inu wa kawaii desu - Dogs are cute (in general).
h (ga): Marks the subject, emphasizing what comes before it, often introducing
new information or highlighting the focus.

o RKHAAIZEWLVTY Inu ga kawaii desu - The dog is cute (specific dog).
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& (to) vs 1o (ya)

& (to): Lists items exhaustively (like "and") or shows a companion.
e NDAZE/INFFZEELE LT Ringo to banana o kaimashita - | bought apples
and bananas.
b (ya): Lists items non-exhaustively (like "and so on").
e NDACH/\FFZEEL|\ZE LT Ringo ya banana o kaimashita - | bought apples,

bananas, and so on.

M5 (kara) vs £ T (made)

M5 (kara): Indicates the starting point in time, space, or reason.
e RN SEKFE LT Tokyo kara kimashita - | came from Tokyo.
X T (made): Indicates the endpoint in time, space, or quantity.

o HWRFETITEETY Tokyo made ikimasu - | go to Tokyo.

X (wa) vs £ (mo)

|3 (wa): Marks the topic, focusing on what the sentence is about.
o FAIZZFHTY Watashi wa gakusei desu - | am a student.
£ (mo): Means "also" or "too," adding information to the context.

o FAEZFLETY Watashi mo gakusei desu - | am also a student.
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F T (made) vs Ic (ni) vs A (e)

& T (made): Indicates an endpoint in time, space, or quantity, emphasizing "until"
or "up to." It highlights the limit or boundary of an action or event.

o FRETHI£T - Gakkou made arukimasu - | walk to (as far as) the school.
i (ni): Indicates a specific destination, point in time, or purpose, marking where
something happens or is directed toward.

o FRIZITE £9 Gakkou niikimasu - | go to school (specific destination).

\ (e) Indicates general direction, meaning "toward," often interchangeable with
| for destinations but less precise.
o ERAMEMLE T Eki e mukaimasu - | head toward the station.

e HZAEATITE £9 Nihon e ikimasu - | go to Japan.

Key Differences:
e X Tisaboutthe endpoint.
e [C is specific and often denotes arrival or purpose.

e A ismore general and directional.

T (location of action) vs T (method by which)

T (where action takes place): Indicates the location where an action occurs,
answering "where?" in the context of an activity or event.

o FITHIEEL £ Gakkou de benkyou shimasu - | study at school.
T (method by which): Indicates the means, tool, or method used to perform an
action, answering "how?" or "with what?"

o /NATITE X9 Basu de ikimasu - | go by bus (method of travel).
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Particle Quick Explanation
IF (wa) Marks the topic, indicating what the sentence is about.
' (ga) Marks the subject, emphasizing or introducing it.
%z (0) Marks the direct object affected by the verb.
(2 (ni) Indicates destination, time, or purpose.
T (de) Indicates location of action or method/instrument used.
\ (e) Indicates direction or movement toward a place.
Z (to) Connects nouns ("and") or shows a companion.
* (ya) Lists nouns in a non-exhaustive way ("and so on").
H (mo) Adds "also" or "too" to the sentence.
5 (kara) Indicates the starting point in time or space.
F T (made) Indicates the endpoint in time, space, or quantity.
® (no) Indicates possession or attribution.
& D (yori) Indicates comparison, meaning "than."
13 (ne) Seeks confirmation or agreement ("isn't it?").
& (yo) Adds emphasis or certainty to a statement.
H (ka) Marks a question, like a spoken question mark.
Z (z0) Adds a strong, assertive tone (informal, often masculine).
7 (na) Expresses mild emphasis or softens commands.
H (wa) Adds a soft, feminine tone (informal).
2> T (tte) Indicates quoted speech or highlights a topic informally.
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