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HOW KOREAN ADJECTIVES WORK

Korean adjectives work like verbs—they conjugate to show tense and politeness.

They're called descriptive verbs (2£A}) and can stand alone as sentences.
Just like verbs, they change form depending on if you're speaking casually,
politely, or formally. For example, 0f|#LC} (to be pretty) becomes |t R in
present tense polite speech.

What does this mean for you?
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e You can’t use Korean adjectives like you would in

i English (in their dictionary form when speaking)—they

i  must be conjugated.

i « You’ll need to learn adjective conjugation rules just like
with verbs (present, past, negative, etc.).

i o The good news? Once you know the patterns, they’re
predictable and follow regular rules.

i o It also means you can make full sentences using just

:  adjectives, like “Clt# 2” = “(It’s) pretty.”
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1. Present Tense (Polite)

Rule: Add -0t /-H{ R /-0  to the stem, depending on the final vowel.

Stem Vowel |Add This Example Meaning

F or — -0l (-ayo) |ZIC} (jakda) » ZHOtR (jakayo) |to be small

other vowels |- 2 (-eoyo) |3 L} (keuda) » K (keoyo) to be big

SiChverbs  |-012 (~yeoyo) ‘_f RSt (piryohada) » & 25 to be necessary
2 (piryohaeyo)

2. Past Tense (Polite)

Rule: Take present tense form, drop 2, and add -%H L /-FHL /-FHL

Stem Vowel |Add This Example Meaning
AL ZHOFO @

F or -Qt0{ & (-asseoyo) F jakda) > %3104 was small
(jakasseoyo)
ac 7R .

other vowels |-210{ 2 (-eosseoyo) F (keuda) > 210 was big
(keosseoyo)

= AN R (- € Rl (piryohada) » 2 234

otCt verbs was necessary

y€e0sseoyo) X 2 (piryohaesseoyo)

3. Future Tense (Polite)

Rule: Add -2 HO| & if stem ends in consonant, -2 7{0f| 2 if stem ends in vowel.

Stem Ending | Add This Example Meaning
-2 Q (- ZHCE (§ NI - )

Consonant | = A £ (-eul F (jakda) > 10112 (jak will be small
geoyeyo) eul geoyeyo)
-2 A2 (-1 L R3ICH (piryohada) » Z2& | .

Vowel geoyeyo) 0l 2 (piryohal geoyeyo) will be necessary

by linguajunkie.com




by linguajunkie.com

4. Negative Form (Polite)

RULE: Two ways to negate: add 2t before the verb, or use -X| 20}L after the stem.

Form Type |Add This Example Meaning
o
Simple neg. :f;r[np?];esentform] (an QF X0l R (an jakayo) not small
Formalneg. |-X| 20} (-ji anayo) |ZX| Z0LR (jakji anayo) not small
X| SFOF @ (=i o Q 31| 94U 2 (pi .
Past neg. | 22012 (i = 231X o1 (piryohaji was not needed
anasseoyo) anasseoyo)
X b2 7 i |RRsHK %e A K (pi ji
Future neg. | 2= A0 = (i 22| = AN (piryohaji || .t e needed
anheul geoyeyo) anheul geoyeyo)

Common Adjectives Korean
small =t jakda
big act keuda
many / a lot oICh manta
few / little AL} jeokda
good ZLC} jota
bad Lt C} nappeuda
fast it 2 C} ppareuda
slow 2|t neurida
hot (weather) =t deopda
cold (weather) =Lt chupda
expensive H| MpC bissada
cheap MpCt ssada
pretty Of| 2u C} yeppeuda
beautiful Ot& &t areumdapda
kind / friendly &I & STt chinjeolhada
fun / interesting MolUpCt jaemiitda
boring / not fun Xo|eict jaemieopda
difficult &t eoryeopda
easy =1= swipda
tired I| 25kt pigonhada

on the next page, you’ll see these conjugated




Dictionary Form

Lt (jakda)

Present Tense

ZH0tR2 (jakayo)

Past Tense

ZHQt01 R (jakasseoyo)
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Future Tense

2 Ho| 2 (jak-eul

Negative

OF &0} 2 (an jakayo)

geoyeyo)
Z 7ol
AL} (keuda) 712 (keoyo) 40| 2 (keosseoyo) 101 2 (keul 2t R (an keoyo)
geoyeyo)
s Ao
Bt (manta) SOt (manayo) |EHU0 2 (manasseoyo) 1012 (manheul OF B¥0}L (an manayo)
geoyeyo)
. . o2 HE HO| 2 (jeogeul .
=l = o} A
& L} (jeokda) MO 2 (jeogeoyo) (jeogeosseoyo) geoyeyo) O MO R (an jeogeoyo)
. . . Z£2 Aol 2 (joeul .
ZC Z0 ZE=Qt = oFZ=0
=L} (jota) =0l R (joayo) =AU R (joasseoyo) geoyeyo) =0l R (an joayo)
LI 2 LM 710l  (nappeul
LsuC L} OF L}
B C} (nappeuda) tilt 2 (nappayo) (nappasseoyo) geoyeyo) OF LI 2 (an nappayo)
o it E 70l 2 (ppareul
=L it | = o} k|
tEC} (ppareuda) 82t R (ppallayo) (ppallasseoyo) geoyeyo) 2R (an ppallayo)
L Lz i oF L
2|t} (neurida) L2{ 2 (neuryeoyo) ol & = A (neurl 122 (an
(neuryeosseoyo) geoyeyo) neuryeoyo)
=kl G2 7
HCt (deopda) H <Y 2 (deowoyo) 10012 18 21012 (deoul 2t 2 (an deowoyo)
(deowosseoyo) geoyeyo)
: FROR g2 Ao .
&L} (chupda) %9 2 (chuwoyo) + 30 = A0 (chuul o, %9 2 (an chuwoyo)
(chuwosseoyo) geoyeyo)
. . : H| & 1O 2 (bissal .
H| MHC HI M2 HI MO 2 OF H| MR
| MCL (bissada) ML (bissayo) [0 2 (bissasseoyo) geoyeyo) ML (an bissayo)
& 7ol 2
ML} (ssada) M2 (ssayo) B R (ssasseoyo) 102 (ssal ot ML (an ssayo)
geoyeyo)
ool ol & 0l 2 (yeppeul QH Ol 2 (an
HH [ H
Ol =25t (yeppeuda) ol 2 (yeppeoyo) (yeppeosseoyo) geoyeyo) yeppeoyo)
OlELCIS
_ otECIY R otECHROlR IEOEANL o g g (an
Ot &Lt (areumdapda) (areumdawool
(areumdawoyo) (areumdawosseoyo) areumdaowoyo)
geoyeyo)
FENR TEHNR TE A2 HEES R (an

EIE 5tCt (chinjeolhada)

(chinjeolhaeyo)

(chinjeolhaesseoyo)

(chinjeolhal geoyeyo)

chinjeolhaeyo)

M A|UALCE (jaemiitda)

Mol 2
(jaemiisseoyo)

MOAA 2
(jaemiisseosseoyo)

MolAS Ao 2
(jaemiisseul geoyeyo)

A BIAN 2 (an
jaemiisseoyo)

M O|eiCt (jaemieopda)

Molglol
(jaemieopseoyo)

MOlAR 2
(jaemieopseosseoyo)

Hojgls Aol 2
(jaemieopseul

MBI 2 (an
jaemieopseoyo)

geoyeyo)
o e RN ol E Holg 2HOE R 2 (an
O{&ECt (eoryeopda)
(eoryeowoyo) (eoryeowosseoyo) (eoryeoul geoyeyo) €0ryeowoyo)
FBA R # 8 o 2 (swiwool

2| C} (swipda)

2/ 2 (swiwoyo)

(swiwosseoyo)

geoyeyo)

Ot #/?/ 2 (an swiwoyo)

I| 235t (pigonhada)

o Zsie

(pigonhaeyo)

o2

(pigonhaesseoyo)

o2 AR
(pigonhal geoyeyo)

QI Z3H R (an

pigonhaeyo)




